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Hunter House was leased to the 
Woman's Royal Voluntary Service 

(WRVS) from 2004 until they moved out 
in 2009.

The building 
gradually fell into 

disrepair and 
remained vacant 
until it was sold 

under a joint venture 
proposed by 

Viewpoint and Fife 
Housing 

Associations in 
2000.

The building was 
designated as a 

Category B listed 
building by Historic 

Environment 
Scotland in 

September 1979.

Although the property was sold to his friend John Hunter in 1886, Patrick Don 
Swan leased his old home and remained living there until his death in 1889, 

after which John Hunter moved in. 

At the time of John's 
death, his trustees did 
not consider he had 
left sufficient funds to 

proceed with the 
conversion of the 

building into a 
hospital, and it was 
decided to allow the 
interest of the estate 

to accumulate. In 
1935, there were 

sufficient funds and 
the conversion went 

ahead.

Kingdom Housing Association purchased Hunter House in 
2020.                                                                                     

The conversion of the building to provide supported 
accommodation was completed in 2021.

Unable to secure 
an alternative 

tenant, the 
building lay empty 

from 2009 until 
2011 when 

temporary lets 
were agreed until 

2019.

In 2002, construction works began to replace the side wings of the original 
building with new affordable flatted accommodation and convert the original 

listed building to provide a day care service centre. Following completion of the 
conversion works in 2004, the original listed building was acquired by 

Viewpoint Housing Association and renamed Hunter House.

After 56 years, the Hunter Hospital closed in September 1992.                   
Mary Urquhart (Charge Nurse-in-Control 1983-1986) said                                                                                                                                                           

?Patients would arrive by ambulance, tired and apprehensive, but after a 
couple of days within this peaceful and friendly setting, one could visibly see 
them improving physically and psychologically. For those who were mobile 
they could stroll through the gardens, stopping in the gazebo for a rest or to 

read their newspaper. Those interested in gardening would visit the 
greenhouse and discuss plants with the gardener. The more energetic could 

have a game of putting on the small green within the grounds. Indeed many a 
time a temperature or medicine was administered on the green." 

John Hunter remained here until his death in 1916. In his will he left "up to a 
thousand pounds to erect a handsome monument in front of the house" 
beneath which he was buried (supposedly upright!). John Hunter's will 

indicated clearly his wishes regarding the conversion of St Brycedale House to 
a hospital to be named 'The Hunter Hospital'. The patients to be received into 

that hospital ?shall be poor people, not being paupers, who cannot be 
comfortably treated in their own homes and, primarily, such people as are ill of 

an incurable disease".

John was a founder member of the Fife Mounted Volunteer Corps in 1860.                                    
After his father's death in 1862, John diversified the family business into 

construction. He was involved in the building of Kirkcaldy and other railway 
stations. He also built villas in Fergus Place in Kirkcaldy. He married Janet 

Landale Dowie, daughter of Archibald Dowie, a coachbuilder. He was a 
long-serving member of the town council and was Dean of Guild for many 
years. He was reputed to own much of Charlotte Street and Kirk Wynd. 

Provost Patrick Don Swan 
purchased the house in 
1851. He "laid out the 

gardens with flowers, trees 
and paths in a most 

attractive manner" and 
constructed a 

greenhouse/conservatory. 
He gave some of his land to 
the dissenting congregation 
for building St Brycedale's 

Church. 

1831

John Hunter was 
born in Kirkcaldy 
in 1831. He was 
the youngest son 
of William Hunter, 
a cabinet maker 
and wheelwright, 
and Janet Smith. 

1785
The building was originally known as St Brycedale House.  It was built for 

George Heggie on a parcel of land purchased from St Brisse's Parish Church in 
1785.
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