
  
 

Background 
 

Kingdom Housing Association includes public artwork in many of its new schemes to enhance 
the external environment of the area.  A Focus Group was set up to contribute to the Kincardine 
Redevelopment Project and suggestions for artwork were discussed with the Group.  The 
Group were shown examples of public art from across the UK and the idea of an art–history 
project that integrated the new development with the existing village was formed. 
 
The Artists and the Concept 
 

Kingdom appointed a team of two Artists, Jim Roberts & Angie Turner, to design and produce 
the art-history trail.  To identify the design and themes for the art trail Jim and Angie worked with 
Tulliallan Primary school and the local community including the History Group and the Focus 
Group.  Jim and Angie provided the following comments on their design inspiration: 
 

“We researched the rich history of the area including past industries and local „heroes‟.  A 
visit to the renowned Tulliallan Kirkyard was key to the formation of our concept ideas 
where the use of simple pictures and symbolism reminded us of the power of stories to 
bring people together. 

 

Five of the sculptures reminisce the past whilst the school artwork reflects the present.  
We have drawn on the overarching concept of „Tools of the Trade‟.  Each sculpture will 
express a topic through associated tools, apparatus and paraphernalia, from pencils and 
paintbrushes to miners‟ lamps, fish traps and maps.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

   
 
The final trail consists of 6 pieces that commemorate Kincardine‟s working history, famous 
residents and the present day.  Kingdom believes that the project is a genuine piece of 
community art work completed to an exceptional standard and hopes that it will provide a lasting 
resource and benefit for the local community.  

As part of the Kincardine Art Project 
both Jim and I worked with Tulliallan 
Primary school staff and pupils in a 
series of four artists‟ led workshops.  
The content of the sessions was 
designed to produce drawings and ideas 
based around the concept of „tools of the 
trade‟ and the fishing theme.  The quality 
of the children‟s work was excellent and 
has inspired some of the designs we 
have produced for the Kincardine 
sculpture trail”. 
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The Sculptures 
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James Dewar (Sculpture in Photo 1) 
James Dewar was born in Kincardine in 1842.  He was a prominent scientist best known for the 
invention of the thermos flask.  This was a piece of equipment developed to aid his greatest 
scientific achievement – he was the first scientist to turn hydrogen gas into a liquid.  
 
The large 'framework' piece is an interpretation of one of the glass authentic scientific flasks 
Dewar actually used in the laboratory.  All of the equipment is taken directly from the 
backgrounds of portraits of Dewar.  The robust sculpture is placed into the landscape with 
hidden foundations that give the illusion of lightness and fragility.  
 
James Wylie (Sculpture in Photo 2) 
James Wylie was born and raised in the Kincardine area in the 1770s.  He was the local 
doctor‟s apprentice who became one of the most influential doctors in the history of Russia as a 
personal physician to three of the ruling Tsars.  Rumoured to be the doctor in Tolstoy‟s War & 
Peace, a monument of Wylie can be found in St Petersburg in the grounds of the Academy of 
Medicine – a building he bequeathed to medical academics of the future.  
 
The sculpture is an interpretation of a doctor‟s case with paraphernalia including medical, 
personal and historical items.  This includes medals, etched images and surgical tools which 
together develop a biographical portrait of Wylie. 
 
The Kincardine Mining Family (Sculpture in Photo 3) 
The domestic fireside chair becomes the setting of a story of Kincardine‟s historic mining past 
when whole families were tied to working in the mines.  Tools used by the family draped & 
placed casually on the chair to symbolise the end of the day (usually 12 hour shifts).  The tools 
represent a tale of Kincardine‟s past mining community and the importance of the women and 
children to the miner of the 1800's. 
 
The artists conducted research using many texts including the 'Children's Employment 
Commission 1842' and Lillian King's book 'Sair Sair Wark', about women and mining in 
Scotland.    
 
The Kincardine mining family is represented through these tools: 
 

 The Miner – his lamp (pre safety lamp) and a tally stick used to identify each wooden 
cart of coal filled by the miner.  The miner carved a tally stick as his label to mark his coal 
in times before miners were literate.  
 

 His Wife – 'Putter or Bearer'.  The 'Putters' leather harness is 'worn' by the chair in the 
same way it was worn by women.  The wife Putter pulled the load of coal from the coal 
seam to the pithead for her husband the miner. 
 

 Their children – The 'Trappers' – were children aged 5+ years, sitting in hollowed out 
spaces in the walls next to the mines‟ trap doors; they opened the doors for the Putters.  
Trappers sat in complete darkness; the simple tool of a piece of string tied around a 
finger and attached to the handle of the door guided his hand to the handle in the pitch-
blackness.  

 
Trading Port (Sculpture in Photo 4) 
The artists have noted numerous references in the kirkyard of Kincardine‟s trading heritage.  
Symbols and semi relief stone carved representations of wooden sailboats or Clippers on the 
tombstones of owners, merchant seaman and shipwrights.  A plinth in the form of maps 
showing the movement of trade from Kincardine around the world is the base of this sculpture.  
The sculpture also revives some of the kirkyard images including boats, sextants and compass 
to breath new life into this part of the town‟s history. 



School Easel (Sculpture in Photo 5) 
The artist workshops were designed to produce ideas towards the sculpture to be placed in the 
school ground.  The children generated semi relief castings based on their drawings of 
equipment and created symbols to tell stories that represent their time at Tulliallan Primary 
School.  The artists intended to use these designs to create a „picture that comes to life‟ using 
an artist easel design as a framework.  Provision has been made using a simple gripping device 
so the school can also use it effectively as a notice board. 
 
Cruive Fishing (Sculpture in Photo 6) 
Cruive fishing was once the acceptable way of catching fish on the Forth at Kincardine.  All that 
is left today is the archaeological remnants of the industry – a series of weathered posts in the 
riverbed visible at low tide.  The artists conducted research in partnership with the Scottish 
Fisheries Museum in Anstruther and RCAHMS Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical 
Monuments website to gather technical knowledge of these „fishtraps‟.  
 
The artist workshops at Tulliallan Primary school were designed to generate inspiration for the 
sculpture.  The children‟s influences can be seen in the final design – an arc of posts with fish 
designed by the children flowing freely over the top sweeping round to the inner base of the 
posts to represent the way the cruive worked as a trap. 
 
 


