
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

One of the main priorities of the Fife Housing Association 

Alliance (FHHA) is to use Public Art to make an important 

contribution to the lives of those who work and live in Fife. 

 
 

The Scottish Government encourages Registered Social 

Landlords to think broadly about how they can help regenerate 

their local communities - this Wider Role relates to: 

“Activity that goes beyond the provision, improvement and 

management of housing with the aim of improving the economic, 

social and environmental circumstances of the communities within 

which the RSL operates” 
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Kincardine Art Trail 

  

  Fife Bench 

  

 Station Road, Cairneyhill 

  

 Caldwell’s Court, Inverkeithing 

  

 Tanshall, Glenrothes 

  

 Denfield Place, Kirkcaldy 

  

 Meadows View, Kelty 

  

 Links St, Kirkcaldy 

  

 Bellfield, Cupar 

  

 Turner Crescent, Methil 
 

Overview 



 
Kincardine Art Trail – Completed 2012 

 

Jim Roberts & Angie Turner designed and produce an informal Art Trail 

which includes 7 pieces of permanent art while working with Tulliallan 

Primary School and the local community.  6 pieces are located throughout 

our development and 1 can be found at the School. 
 

 
 

Trading Port 

 

 

A plinth in the form of maps showing the 

movement of trade from Kincardine around 

the world is the base of this sculpture.  The 

artists took inspiration from the nearby 

Kirkyard of Tullliallan Parish Church where 

symbols & stone carvings of wooden 

sailboats / clippers on the tombstones of 

owners, merchant seaman and shipwrights 

refer to Kincardine’s trading heritage.  The 

sculpture incorporates some of these images 

including boats, sextants and a compass to 

breath new life into this part of the town’s 

history. 

The Mining Family 
 

 

The domestic fireside chair reflects 

Kincardine’s mining past when whole families 

were tied to working in the mines.  The tools 

used by the family are draped & casually 

placed on the chair to symbolise the end of 

the day (usually 12 hour shifts).  The tools 

represent Kincardine’s mining community and 

the importance of women and children to 

the 1800’s miner. 



 

James Dewar 

 

 

James Dewar was born in Kincardine in 

1842.  He was a prominent scientist 

best known for the invention of the 

thermos flask.  This piece of equipment 

was developed to aid his greatest 

scientific achievement – he was the 

first scientist to turn hydrogen gas into 

a liquid.  The large 'framework' piece is 

an interpretation of one of the glass 

scientific flasks Dewar actually used in 

the laboratory.  All of the equipment is 

taken directly from portraits of Dewar.  

The robust sculpture is placed into the 

landscape with hidden foundations to 

give the illusion of lightness and 

fragility. 
  

Cruive Fishing 

 

 

 

 

Cruive fishing was once the acceptable 

way of catching fish at Kincardine.  All 

that is left today is the archaeological 

remnants of the industry – a series of 

weathered posts in the riverbed visible 

at low tide.  The artists gathered 

information from the Scottish Fisheries 

Museum in Anstruther and the Royal 

Commission on Ancient and Historical 

Monuments (RCAHMS) Website to gain 

technical knowledge of these ‘fishtraps’.  

The artist workshops at Tulliallan 

Primary school generated inspiration for 

the sculpture.  The children’s influences 

can be seen in the final design – an arc 

of posts with fish designed by the 

children flowing freely over the top 

sweeping round to the inner base of the 

posts to represent the way the cruive 

worked as a trap. 



 

James Wylie 

 

 

 

James Wylie was born and raised in the 

Kincardine area in the 1770s.  He was the 

local doctor’s apprentice and became one 

of the most influential doctors in Russian 

history as personal physician to 3 of the 

ruling Tsars.  Rumoured to be the doctor 

in Tolstoy’s War & Peace, a monument of 

Wylie can be found in St Petersburg in 

the grounds of the Academy of Medicine 

– a building he bequeathed to medical 

academics of the future.  This sculpture 

is an interpretation of a doctor’s case.  

It includes medals, etched images and 

surgical tools which together develop a 

biographical portrait of Wylie. 

School Easel 
 

 

The artist workshops were designed to 

produce ideas towards the sculpture to 

be placed in the school ground.  The 

children generated semi relief castings 

based on their drawings of equipment and 

created symbols to tell stories that 

represent their time at Tulliallan Primary 

School. The artists used these designs to 

create a ‘picture that comes to life’ using 

an artist easel design as a framework.  

Provision has been made using a simple 

gripping device so the school can also use 

it effectively as a notice board. 

 
Kincardine Art Trail – Additional Piece 2015 

Tree of Knowledge 
 

 

Inspiration for the 7th piece again comes 

from the Kirkyard at Tulliallan Parish 

Church.  All of the imagery for the Tree 

of Knowledge originates from symbols of 

the “trades” of Kincardine taken from 

the historic headstones, one of which 

shows the trade of forester.  The tree 

reflects the close proximity to Devilla 

Forest. 



 

 Fife Bench – Completed 2012 
 

Designers Chris Eckerlsey and William Warren were commissioned to 

create a distinctive and contemporary bench to be sited in “places 

where people like to sit”.  Designed through community involvement and 

built in Fife the “Fife Bench” has been created to meet the needs of 

local communities across the Kingdom.  18 benches have been built so 

far and can be found in Buckhaven, Dunfermline, Glenrothes, 

Inverkeithing, Kincardine and Lochgelly. 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

One driver for the design was that the 

bench had to be strong, safe, 

weatherproof, resistant to the 

possibility of vandalism, long-lasting and 

comfortable for a wide variety of users.  

The artists’ early thinking about the 

local Fife tartan pattern led them to 

explore outdoor seating in its simplest 

form – the picnic blanket.  The artists 

then researched the weaving process 

and evolved into their final design: a 

colourful blanket – translated into metal 

for permanence – which floats as if 

whipped up by a gentle breeze from the 

Firth of Forth.   The Fife Bench is made 

in perforated steel and patterned in two 

colours.  Different colour combinations 

have been created for each of the 

benches and were chosen by the local 

communities 

 

 



 

 Station Rd, Cairneyhill – Completed August 2011 
 

Susheila Jamieson & James Gordon were appointed to produce a feature 

artwork with links to the weaving and rose history of Cairneyhill while 

working with Cairneyhill Primary School.  The themes for the artwork 

were suggested by the Community Council. 
 

 

 

The artwork is 5 Corten Steel 

panels with rose flower patterns 

cut out with high power water 

jets.  The outlines represent the 

damask linen which was previously 

woven in Cairneyhill.  Carved oak 

pillars inscribed with names of 

locally produced roses are at 

either end of the artwork.  The 

School took part in designing the 

flower cut outs, assisted in 

carving the  wooden posts, 

selected the final design and 

came up with the name – Petals in 

Metal. 

 

 
 

 Caldwell’s Court, Inverkeithing 
 

Adam Booth was commissioned to design feature railings at the 

entrance of the development.   
 

 

The design for the railing is a 

schematic view of the paper 

making process as the paper is 

dried through the rollers and 

incorporates Inverkeithing’s 

industrial heritage, in particular 

Caldwell Paper Mill, after which 

the housing development is 

named.  The railings are installed 

between the brick piers. 



 

 Tanshall, Glenrothes – Completed 2010 
 

This artwork was commissioned as a result of our partnership with 

Tanshall Primary School, Glenrothes.  The artwork was designed and 

produced by Ian Newton. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

The artwork is a collection of 

volcanic rocks which have been 

carved with the pupils designs.  

The boulders are located at the 

entrances and edges of the 

development. 



 

 Denfield Place, Kirkcaldy – Completed 2008 
 

This artwork was commissioned as a result of our partnership with 

Pathhead Primary School, Kirkcaldy. 
 

 

The sculpture was designed and 

produced by Andy Scott based 

on designs by the Primary 6 

pupils at Pathhead Primary 

School. 

 

 Meadows View, Kelty – Completed 2008 
 

The Photinia Tree sculpture was designed and produced by Andrea 

Geile to create an area of vitality, which reinforces the individuality 

and identity of the locality. 
 

 
 

 

 



 Links St, Kirkcaldy – Completed 2006 
 

The steel sculpture was commissioned through Andy Scott and is based 

on the history of Kirkcaldy.  The design is inspired by the Links Market 

and two of Kirkcaldy’s famous sons, Architect Robert Adam and Sir 

Sandford Fleming who was a major pioneer of Canada’s railways, 

inventor of the picture postage and who was also responsible for the 

invention of global time zones. 
 

 
 

 

The motif at the top of the 

composition represents the 

rotating arms of the Ferris 

Wheel in motion.  These 

evolve into a spiral, 

representing the helter-

skelter and this spirals into a 

feature based on Robert 

Adam.  Robert Adam was the 

dominant designer of the 

Georgian or Palladian style 

and the central feature of 

the panel is based on the 

capitol of a Corinthian column.  

This section leads down into a 

globe which has an array of 

numbers radiating around it.  

The numbers represent the 

time zones around the planet 

in reference to Sir Sandford 

Fleming. 

 



 Bellfield, Cupar – Completed 2000 
 

The Association, with support from Scottish Homes, commissioned the 

sculpture to mark the millennium and the creation of the concept 

houses in Cupar. 
 

 

The steel sculpture is based on a life-

sized red deer stag and is posed 

turning towards the House as if 

disturbed from grazing and references 

the nearby Deer Park.  It is designed 

to allow artistic interpretation of the 

stance and subtle “tempering” of the 

antlers means it is not dangerous to 

the public. 

 

 Turner Crescent, Methil – Completed 1999 
 

This steel wall mounted sculpture was produced by Andy Scott. 
 

 

The sculpture represents the 

principles used when developing houses 

and contains strong elements of 

symbolism associated with 

environmental and energy issues.  The 

sculpture also surrounds the date 

stone. 
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