THE DESIGN STORY
As part of its ‘wider role’ responsibilities Fife Housing
Association Alliance commissioned Chris Eckersley and
William Warren, designers with much experience in creating
public and community furniture, to work as a team with local
groups in Fife. The project, devised and managed by public
art agency PACE, aimed to create a distinctive, contemporary
bench; unique to Fife and to be sited in ‘places where people
might like to sit’.

BUILDING WORK OPPORTUNITIES
The Ecology Centre ran a short course looking at the design
and production of outdoor furniture for a small group of
unemployed people as well as arranging visits from the
designers to students at Adam Smith College, Kirkcaldy.
The final benches were installed by Fife Council’s Skills
Development Centre which provides training opportunities
for people wishing to develop their skills in the
construction industry.

“It opened my mind to new ideas and helped me to get
ready for going back to college.”
Ross Riddock Short Course Participant

“This was a unique and enjoyable opportunity for the
children to engage in and learn about the processes of
design, production and democratic decision making.”

“We were
very pleased to
participate in the
project. It gave
valuable real-life
work experience
for our clients.”

Headteacher Tanshall Primary School

BUILDING BENCHES
The end result is a colourful blanket – translated into metal
for solidity – and in colours chosen by the local community
groups for each of the different locations.

Ian Murray
Lead Officer,
Fife Council
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The design of the bench draws on the experiences of Fifers
past and present, with input from local community groups,
primary school pupils and research by PACE and The Ecology
Centre in Kinghorn.

WITH MANY THANKS TO:
P7 pupils at Tanshall Primary School, Fizzy Milk youth arts group,
the Women’s Art and Craft group, Lochgelly, volunteers with
Abbeyview Forum in Dunfermline, CLEAR in Buckhaven, The
Ecology Centre, Envirovent and PACE in Edinburgh, without all of
whom this project would not have been possible.

The bench is made of strong
perforated steel. As the light shines
through a bright tartan-type pattern
is revealed. The final design was built
by local company Envirovent.

Braw places tae sit
www.fifebench.org.uk

A92

ABBEYVIEW PARK,
ALLAN / DUNCAN
CRESCENT

TANSHALL
PRIMARY SCHOOL,
CULLEN DRIVE

There are four benches to
visit at Abbeyview.

This bench is not
open to the public.
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WOODMILL HIGH SCHOOL,
SHIELDS ROAD
This bench is not open to the public.
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PLAY AREA,
DEWAR AVENUE

LOCHGELLY
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KIRKCALDY

There are two benches
to find here

KINCARDINE
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DUNFERMLINE

INVERKEITHING

CORN EXCHANGE,
HOPE STREET
Designed through community involvement and built in Fife the
‘Fife Bench’ has been created to reflect the stories and meet
the needs of local communities across the Kingdom. Eighteen
benches have been built, so far, and they can be found at a
variety of locations in Buckhaven, Glenrothes, Inverkeithing,
Kincardine, Lochgelly and Dunfermline.

M8

MAIN STREET,
ORE VALLEY
BUSINESS CENTRE
There are two benches
to find here

TOLL PARK,
WELLESLEY ROAD
THE BRAES,
VIEWFORTH
There are a total of four benches to
find in this area, we hope you have
fun tracking them down.

ELIE

